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Trump signs bill that boosts GI pay 


It’s also step toward 
expanded Air Force 


By Bill Lambrecht 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — A massive 
military authorization bill 
signed into law by President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
provides a 2.4 percent military 
pay raise and enables additional 
spending and hiring, including 
4,100 new Air Force personnel. 

If the Air Force expansion 
goes through in a separate mil- 
itary spending bill — which 
Congress has yet to approve — 
most of the new airmen would 


be expected to begin their ser- 
vice at Joint Base San Antonio- 
Lackland, home of Air Force 
basic training. 

The nearly $700 billion leg- 
islation also strengthens con- 
gressional oversight of the mil- 
itary, including provisions re- 
quiring the administration to 
report details of civilian casu- 
alties in operations around the 
world. 

Trump said the bill “repre- 
sents a momentous step toward 
rebuilding our military,” mak- 
ing good on a promise he made 
during his campaign for office. 

“We will fight and win. But 
hopefully, with this, we wont 

Bill continues on A15 


Olivier Douliery / Tribune News Service 
In signing the National Defense Authorization 


Act, President Trump called it “a momentous 
step toward rebuilding our military.” 


MAVERICKS 95, SPURS 89 


RETURN OF KAWHI 


He’s back! After missing the preseason and sitting out the first 27 
regular-season games, all-star forward Kawhi Leonard returned 
to the Spurs’ lineup against the Mavericks. Although he scored 13 
points in 16 minutes, it wasn’t enough to save S.A. Sports, Cl 
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Tony Gutierrez / Associated Press 


ExpressNews.com 


Video: Go online for an exclusive 
Spurs-Mavericks video recap 
from Jabari Young. 


Alabama 
selects 
Dem for 
Senate 


But Republican Moore 
doesn’t concede to Jones 


By Sean Sullivan, David A. Fahrenthold 
and David Weigel 
WASHINGTON POST 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Democrat Doug Jones won the 
special election to fill a Senate 
seat from this state, exit polls 
and returns indicated Tuesday 
night. 

Republican Ray Moore, how- 
ever, refused to concede the 


Tace, i ; Democrat 
It was shocking upset in a Doug Jones 
solidly Republican state, in hasn’t held 


which massive turnout among 
African-American voters 
helped defeat a candidate en- 
thusiastically backed by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump. 
The Associated Press called 
Vote continues on A15 


office before. 
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New D.C. war of words 


When President Donald Trump calls Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY., a “lightweight” 
who’d “do anything” for campaign 
contributions, she bills it a “sexist smear” 
designed to silence her. Nation, A6 


Bribery witness 
points to others 


COMMENTARY By Gilbert Garcia 
A noteworthy Tricentennial addition 


on SAISD board 


By Guillermo Contreras 
STAFF WRITER 


An insurance brokerage firm that landed lucra- 
tive contracts greased the wheels by providing 
school board members with trips, lavish meals or 
campaign contributions, a witness testifed Tues- 
day at the bribery trial of Olga Hernandez, a for- 
mer San Antonio Independent School District 
trustee. 

William Haff, a former insurance consultant to 
area school districts, said he forged an alliance 
with the Mullen Group in 2007 that helped its 
clients secure the multimillion-dollar contracts to 

SAISD continues on A13 


One of the few bright spots in 
the disorganized lead-up to this 
city’s Tricentennial celebration 
came last week. 

Organizers of the downtown 
New Year’s Eve bash inexplica- 
bly set it up as a showcase for 
journeyman rockers REO 
Speedwagon and Pat Benatar, 
two acts at least three decades 
past their commercial shelf lives 
and with no discernible cultural 
relevance to San Antonio. 

But last week delivered a late, 
much-needed course correction 
in the form of Little Joe y La 
Familia, who were added to the 
lineup at the request of Mayor 


Courtesy photo 
Little Joe Hernandez says he doesn’t remember 


the last time he played S.A. on New Year’s Eve, 
but people told him he had a lot of fun. 


Ron Nirenberg. 

“I don’t remember the last 
time I played San Antonio on 
New Year’s Eve,” Little Joe Her- 
nandez said Tuesday morning. 
“But people tell me I had a lot of 
fun.” 

Hernandez, 77, was born in 
the small town of Temple — a 
pit stop for motorists driving 
between Austin and Waco — 
and except for a10-month 
mid-1970s stay in Los Angeles 
(“I found out I was really a 
country boy and I needed to get 
back to open spaces”) has spent 
his entire life there. He never 

Garcia continues on A2 
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Partly sunny 
Full report, C8 
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North Park Lexus of San Antonio and North Park Lexus at Dominion were selected as candidates 
for the Lexus Brand Champion Award.Out of 238 National Dealerships... 


Read Jaime’s story at ExpressNews.com 


dih. 


only 12 were chosen. 


Chicken dorados verdes with tomatillo sauce on corn 
tortillas from La Gloria. ExpressNews.com/Tacos 
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